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a despotism. The State for which he demanded an absolute
loyalty was to be governed by a king and parliament.
What were the grounds of this preference ? and what measure
of control did he wish the German parliament to exercise ?
His answers to these questions are indicated in the essays
on the Second French Empire (1871) and on Constitutional
Monarchy in Germany (1869-71).

In spite of his dislike for Bonapartism, which he regarded
as Greek tyranny brought up to date, he was impressed by
the fact that the system of Napoleon III. had lasted longer
than any other French constitution of the nineteenth
century. Plainly it offered a provisional solution of problems
which had proved too hard for the restored Bourbons, for
the Orleanist monarchy, and for the Republic of 1848.
It was a bad form of government, but it had probably been
the best for which the French people were fitted when
Napoleon III. established himself by the coup d'etat. One at
least of the objects with which Treitschke began the essay on
Bonapartism was to prove that it would be entirely out of
place in Germany; he wrote the first draft in 1868, when
Napoleon III. and his system was still invested with the
glamour of success. At that time it was natural enough
that some Prussian patriots should desire the Hohenzollerns
to turn Bonapartists. In Germany, as in France, there was
a strong monarchical tradition as old as the nation itself,
and a weak constitutional tradition of comparatively modern
growth. A German politician who believed in the import-
ance of defending old historical traditions might very well
denounce constitutionalism as a quack remedy, the invention
of latter-day doctrinaires.

Treitschke, however, pointed out that France, unlike
Germany, was destitute of any dynasty with historical claims
to the allegiance of the nation. The French constitution
was monarchical; but the prize of the monarchy was
within the grasp of every political adventurer. The Bona-
partist despotism was founded upon a plebiscite, which
gave to Napoleon III. the only title to sovereignty that